Several isolates of vancomycin-resistant Lactobacillus confusus from human sources have been described, but to our knowledge, no well-documented infection attributable to this organism has been published. A thumb abscess caused by this bacterium in a healthy 49-year-old male is reported here. He was successfully treated by surgical drainage and cephalothin.
Vancomycin is used for treating infections caused by gram-positive cocci (5) . Vancomycin resistance is a characteristic of members of the genera Leuconostoc and Pediococcus, and isolation of members of both genera has been reported with increasing frequency (7, (9) (10) (11) .
Lactobacillus confusus may often be mistaken for these gram-positive cocci (1, 11) . Although isolates from human sources have been described previously (1, 3, 10, 11, 13) , no well-documented infections caused by this bacterium have been reported (13 in carrot juice, and (less often) in raw milk and sewage (6) . Although isolations from human sources have been reported (1, 3, 10, 11) , their clinical significance could not be firmly established. Green et al. found a 22% prevalence of vancomycin-resistant gram-positive cocci, including four L. confusus strains, in children's stools (3) . One of these four strains was also present in blood isolates, but its clinical significance was not described (3). The same authors reported 13 isolates of L. confusus from stools of pediatric liver transplant recipients (2) .
Recently, Riebel and Washington recovered L. confusus from the peritoneal fluid and abdominal wall of two patients. One isolate lacked clinical significance, while the other was described as unclear (10) .
The case reported herein demonstrates that L. confusus can produce infection by an exogenous route. Reliable detection and identification of gram-positive bacteria that are resistant to vancomycin will shed further light on their clinical significance.
